MOUNT ST. HELENS ADMINISTRATIVE CLOSURE AREA ENTRY PERMIT

          APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS & PERMIT CONDITIONS (6/16/14)

This application is for a permit to access Administratively Closed Areas (for off trail travel and research activities in areas where public entry is only permitted on the trail).  This includes areas surrounding Coldwater Lake and the Johnston Ridge Observatory.  Permits are for access for official business only.  

1. Applicant completes and returns application in electronic form as .pdf (preferred) to pfrenzen@fs.fed.us and jfujii@fs.fed.us or by FAX (360) 449-7801 (Attn.: Frenzen & Fujii). Questions contact Frenzen at (360) 449-7835 or Fujii at (360) 449-7844
2. Application must also include a cover letter on official letterhead of sponsoring institution briefly describing nature and reason for permit request, proposed number of participants, and duration. For field trips and site visits please indicate the name & institution of scientist who is guiding the group.
3. Applicant must also supply an Acknowledgement of Risk Form (signed with original signatures of all participants) by snail mail or emailed as a .pdf  prior to entry.
Admin Closure Permit is reviewed and, if approved, is signed by Monument Manager or Acting.  
4. Applicant carries a copy of permit and risk form form and follows permit conditions (see below). 
5. Researcher completes and returns attached Research Abstract form for Monument Library.
6. Approval Required for Helicopter Landing – Advance approval and notification is needed at least 3 business days prior to requested entry. Complete and email pdf or FAX the attached Request for Aircraft Entry form, including aircraft description and other needed info from aircraft provider).  Please see instructions and notification requirements on Request for Aircraft Entry form. 

PERMIT CONSIDERATIONS

Scientists and News Media (for breaking news stories) don’t need a permit for access to areas open to the general public:  Credentialed media will generally be issued administrative passes for Monument entry on a walk up basis by fee desk personnel.  There are 200 miles of trails in the Monument as well as roads and viewpoints that should provide ample access for most interviews and stories.  The media is free to film breaking news stories and certain categories of non-commercial productions in areas accessible to the general public without a permit.  

Media access to research area (closed areas, off-trail)—Media representatives must be accompanied by a guide (Monument official, scientist with valid permit or emergency response personnel engaged in rescue).  The sensitive nature of research area and significant hazards require a guided visit. 
Commercial Film Projects Require a Special Use Permit:  By definition ‘commercial filming’ is the creation of a product for sale for the purpose of generating income.  This includes film, video, television broadcast or documentaries.  An application for a Special Use Permit for a commercial film project can take a minimum of 2 - 4 weeks to process and potentially longer during the summer fire season.   For further info on commercial filming permits contact Special Use Permit Administrator at (360) 449-7844.

Long-Term Research Projects or those Involving Experimental Manipulation Require a Special Use Permit:  Long-term research studies and projects involving significant occupation of monument lands (multi-year studies, those involving installed equipment or experimental manipulations) require a Special Use Permit).  For further information contact Special Use Permit Administrator, (360) 449-7844.

Initial Reconnaissance for Planning a Long-term Study can be accomplished using an Admin Closure Permit: In cases when scientists, arrive at Monument facilities, and desire to reconnoiter potential research sites it is appropriate to issue a short-term Administrative Closure Permit to provide them initial access until a Special Use Permit can be applied for and issued.

Mount St. Helens National Volcanic Monument
Administrative Closure Area Access Permit Conditions

1. Anyone entering an Administrative Closure Area must carry a copy of their Admin Closure Access Permit with them as well as post a copy on the dashboard of any vehicle(s) used.
2. All members of the party must read and sign the attached Acknowledgement of Risk Form.  A signed copy of this form (with original signatures) must be on file at the Mount St. Helens NVM prior to entry into the Administrative Closure Area.  

3. Permit holders who want to use a helicopter to access the Monument must obtain a separate aircraft landing authorization from the monument. Please email pdf or FAX Aircraft Entry Request form at least three business days in advance following instructions on the form.  
4. Permit holders are responsible for informing themselves concerning the status of seismic activity and information advisories prior to entering the administratively closed area.  Advisory information can be obtained directly from the USGS Cascades Volcano Observatory website: http://volcanoes.usgs.gov/observatories/cvo/cvo_volcano_updates.html and real time seismic data from Univ. WA Geophysics Program website: http://www.pnsn.org/volcanoes/mount-st-helens .  
5. In the interests of safety, the Monument recommends that permit holders develop an independent means of communication and/or a check-in /check-out procedure with a responsible party who can notify local law enforcement and emergency medical officials in the event of an emergency.  
6. Activities are limited to those directly affiliated with and necessary to the performance of purpose stated in the request for access.  The use of this permit for recreation activities within the closure zone is strictly prohibited.

7. Entry to the Pumice Plain via accessible portions of the closed road beyond the Windy Ridge gate will require a key to be obtained in advance by contacting jfujii@fs.fed.us or pfrenzen@fs.fed.us.

8. Overnight stays are generally prohibited within Administrative Closure Areas 3 (Spirit Lake basin, N Fork Toutle River valley, Johnston Ridge and area around Coldwater Lake) and only by specific request in Administrative Closure Area 1 (crater).  
9. Access to the crater rim and climbing route for research will be permitted through prior arrangement and notification of the monument climbing program (Jennifer Fujii (360) 449-7844  jfujii@fs.fed.us ).  

10. The permittee must leave an Administrative Closure Area when so ordered by the U.S. Forest Service.

11. The use of motorized vehicles is restricted to the existing road system and project roads within the boundaries of the Administrative Closure Area being accessed.  The use of snowmobiles must be specifically requested and approved in advance by the Forest Service.  

12. The Monument charges a daily use fee for all visitors over the age of 15 except for scientists with permits who are accessing their research sites.  All other activities (field trips, conference tours, show-me trips) are subject to the $5/car/day (or $30 annual) Northwest Forest Pass fee on the south and northeast sides of the Monument and a $8 daily per person per visitor center fee on the west side.  Unfortunately, due to increasing costs and a 70% decline in appropriated funding for Monument operations, fee waivers and exceptions will not be granted for tours or other non-research visits to developed recreation sites.

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN MIND WHEN OPENING & RELOCKING OUR GATES:

Surprisingly, such a simple thing, seems to elude some otherwise “highly educated” people.  

It’s really dangerous to lock people in or emergency response personnel out by locking gates improperly.   
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For your safety and safety of others please pay attention and
maintain operation of the two lock system

« Your lock should only be locked to the "two lock pin” (hole A or B)
+ Never secure the gate by placing your lock in gate pin hole "C"

+ Use of the "two lock pin” allows the gate pin to be removed by
using either lock (from one side or the other)




